2019 -20
The reading list for the 2019/20 programme of the Mosaic Book Club is outlined
below and over the page. Join us for conversation, coffee and buns as we explore
our responses to contemporary fiction through reading the popular books
represented here.

Paperboy: Tony Macaulay
It’s Belfast, 1975. The city lies under the dark cloud of the Troubles, and
hatred fills the air like smoke. But Tony Macaulay has just turned twelve
and he’s got a new job. He’s going to be a paperboy. And come rain or
shine – or bombs and mortar – he will deliver…
Paperboy lives in Upper Shankill, Belfast, in the heart of the conflict
between Loyalists and Republicans. Bombings are on the evening news,
rubble lies where buildings once stood, and rumours spread like wildfire
about the IRA and the UDA.
Date: Friday 25th October 2019

Travelling in a Strange Land: David Park
The world is shrouded in snow. With transport ground to a halt, Tom must
venture out into a transformed and treacherous landscape to collect his
son, sick and stranded in student lodgings.
But on this solitary drive from Belfast to Sunderland, Tom will be drawn
into another journey, one without map or guide, and is forced to chart
pathways of family history haunted by memory and clouded in regret.
Date: Friday 13th December 2019

Washington Black: Esi Edugyan
When two English brothers take the helm of a Barbados sugar plantation,
Washington Black - an eleven-year-old field slave - finds himself selected
as personal servant to one of them. The eccentric Christopher 'Titch'
Wilde is a naturalist, explorer, scientist, inventor and abolitionist, whose
single-minded pursuit of the perfect aerial machine mystifies all around
him. Titch's idealistic plans are soon shattered and Washington finds
himself in mortal danger. They escape together, but then Titch disappears
and Washington must make his way alone, following the promise of
freedom further than he ever dreamed possible.
Date: Friday 6th March 2020

Love is Blind: William Boyd
When Brodie is offered a job in Paris, he seizes the chance to flee
Edinburgh and his tyrannical clergyman father, and begin a wildly
different new chapter in his life. In Paris, a fateful encounter with a
famous pianist irrevocably changes his future - and sparks an obsessive
love affair with a beautiful Russian soprano, Lika Blum. Moving from Paris
to St Petersburg to Edinburgh and back again, Brodie's love for Lika and its
dangerous consequences pursue him around Europe and beyond, during
an era of overwhelming change as the nineteenth century becomes the
twentieth.
Date: Friday 22nd May 2020

